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King. Wherefore all officers in cities,
and fairs were commanded to do sure and
speedy justice to all foreign merchants, Observ-
ing these three points especially: First, that
on any trial between them and Englishmen
the jury should be one half foreigners, when
such could be had; secondly, that a proper
person should be appointed in-London to be
judiciary for foreign merchants ; thirdly, that
there should be but one weight and measure
throughout the land."

There was one ancient hardship that was
continued; every resident foreigner was held
answerable for the debts and delinquencies of
every other resident foreigner of his own com-
munity ; and at times this law pressed with
great severity upon unoffending people; but in
its general effect the Charter was productive of
immense good to trade, and showed that Edward
L in some respects was more advanced than his
subjects.

This Charter put England into closer touch
with the great mediaeval trading cities, marts,
and organisations, and from that period dates
a more intimate intercourse between Flanders,
its merchants, traders, manufacturers, and
artisans, and England. Flanders was then the
most prosperous commercial country in the
world; no cloths were so fine or commanded
such universal favour as those from Bruges,
Courtray, and Ypres. The Carta Mercatoria
let in the full stream of European commerce,
and the more goods the English bought from
the foreigners the more English wool and hides
and other native products did the foreigners